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 BOUT thirty years ago a So- 
ciety of learned Engliſhmen was 
formed at London, Who undertook to 
go to the different parts of the world, 


in ſearch of all ſuch ſcientific informa- 


tion as might ſerve to enlighten man- 
kind, or contribute to their happineſs. 
Their expences were defrayed by ſub- 
ſcribers of the ſame nation, conſiſting 
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of Merchants, Lords, <> Ik the two 
Univerſities, and the Royal Family, 
who were joined by ſeveral Sovereigns 


of the north of Europe. Theſe learned 
men were twenty in number, and the 


Royal Society of London had given to 


each a volume, containing a liſt of the 


queſtions of which he was to bring 
back the ſolution. They amounted in 
all to three thouſand five hundred. — 


Notwithſtanding thoſe of each philoſo- 


Pher were different, and calculated for 
the different countries in which they 
were to travel, they were all connected 


with one another in ſuch a way, that 


the light thrown upon one might be 


neceſſatily reflected upon all the reſt, 
- The 


ur 
COTTAGE. 


The Prefident ef the Royal Sockkty, 
who had digeſted them with the aſſiſt- 
ance of his brethren, was fully ſenſible, 
that the clkäring Up of one difficulty | 
often depends upon the ſolt lon of- all- 
other,” which in die ianHier is d- 
pendant on a preceding be [2 circum- 
ſtance that, in reſearches after truth, 
leads us further than may at firſt be 
imagined.” In ſhort, to make uſe of 
the very expreſſion employed by the 
Preſident in their inſtructions, it was 
the nobleſt encyclopedic edifice chat any 
nation had as yet erectecdl in favour of 
the progreſs of human knowledge ; 1 
which very well proves, added he, the 
neceſſity of academical - bodies to give 
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coherence to-the truths diſperſed about 
the globe. | 


* 4 = 
* * * . 


Each of our learned travellers, be- 

_fides his volume of queſtions to reſolve, | 
had a commiſſion to buy on the road 
the oldeſt copies of the Bible, and the 
ſcarceſt manuſcripts of every kind, or, 
at leaſt to ſpare no pains or expence to 
procure good copies. For this purpoſe, 
the ſubſcribers had procured all of 
i them letters of recommendation to the 
Britiſh Conſuls, Miniſters, and Am- 
baſſadors, they would meet with on 


their way; and, what was better ſtill, 


good bills of exchange, indorſed by 
the moſt reputable Bankers of London. 
The 
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The moſt learned of cheſe men of 
letters, who thoroughly underſtood | 
the Hebrew, Arabic, and Hindoo tans 
guages, was ſent over land to the Eaft- 
Indies, the "cradle of the Arts and 
Sciences, He took his road firſt through 
Holland,” and viſited ſucceſſively the ſy- 
nagogue of Amſterdam, and the ſynod, | 
of Dordrecht; - in France; the Sorbonne, 
and the Acadeiny of Sciences of Paris ; 
m Italy, a great many academies, mu- 
ſeums, and libraries; in the number of 


which were the muſeum of Florence, 


che library of St. Mark at Venice; and 
that of the Vatican at Rome. When 
at that capital of the Chriſtian world, ? 
he had ſome thoughts of going to | 

1 Spain 
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ain to conſult the fa uni 
Spa to conſult the famous uniyerſity 


of. Salamanca, Previous, to, his turning 
his ſteps towards the Eaſt ; but fearful 
of the Inquiſition, he rather choſe to 
Cake ſhipping dire&tly for Turkey, — 
He proceeded then to Conſtantinople, 
where, for his money, an Effendi pro- 
cured him the means of examining all 
the books of the moſque. of St. Sophia. 
From chence he went to Egypt, and 
paſſec ſome time among the Cophts; 
from thence to the Maronites of Mount 


Lebanon, and the, Monks of Mount 


Caſſin from thence to Sand, in Ara- 


bia; afterwards to Iſaphan, Candahar, 
Delhi, and Agra; and at laſt, after 
three i do he arrived 


at 


7 
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at Benares, . the. Athens of India, where 
be, had repeated conferences . —＋ the 
Bramins, His, collection of old edi; 
annotations in all the —— of 
ſcience, was the moſt conſiderable ever 
made by any individual. Suffice it to 
ſay, that, it conſiſted of ninety bales, 


weighing alrpgether nine thouſand, five | 
hundred and forty pounds Troy weight t 
| He was on the point of taking ſhipping | 
for London, with, ſo rich a cargo. of in- 
formation, and overjoyed at baving 
ſurpaſſed the expectations of the Royal 
Society, when a very natural reflection 
came acroſs bim, and gave a terrible 


11 
check to lus exultation. E 
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He perceived, that after having con- 
ferred with the Jewiſh Rabbis, che 
Proteſtant Miniſters, the Superinten- 
dants of the Lutheran Churches, the 
Catholic Doctors, the Academicians of 
Paris, of La Cruſca, of the Arcadi, and 
twenty four more of rhe moſt cele- 
brated academies of Italy, che Greek 
Papas, the Turkiſh Molhas, the Ar- 
menian Verbieſts, the Perſian Sedres 
and Caſys, the Arabian Sheiks, the 
ancient Parſees, and the Indian Pan- 
dects, he was ſo far frem having re- 
ſolved any of the three thouſand five 
hundred queſtions of the Royal So- 
ciety, that he had only contributed to 
1 8 doubts; and as they were all 
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connected wich one another, it followed 
in direct oppoſition to the opinion of 
the illuſtrious Preſident, that che ob- 
ſcurity of one ſolution ; obſcured the 
evidence of another, that the plaineſt 
truths were become quite problemati«/ 
cal, and that it was impoſflible to trace 
out any one whatever, in the vaſt laby- 
rinth of vague anſwers and contradic- 


tory authorities, 


4 


the Doctor of this. Among the queſ- 
tions to be reſolved were two hundred 


on the cheology of the Hebrews; four 
hundred and eighty on that of the dif- 


- is ; 3 | ; | Roman 


A ſingle glance ſerved to convince! | 


ferent communions of the Greek and 
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Roman Churches; three hundred and 
twelve on the ancient religion of the 
Bramins; five hundred and eight on 
the: ſhanſcritzor ſacred language ; ab ree 
on the preſent ſtate of the Indian N 
tions two, hundred on the commerce of 
the Engliſh in the Eaſt- Indies; ſeven 
hundred and twenty-nine concerning, 
che ancient monuments in the iſlands, 
of Elephanta and Salſet, in the vicinity 
of Bombay; five on the antiquity of 
the world; fx hundred and fixty=three , 
on. the origin of ambergreaſe, and the 
properties of the different kinds of be- 
zoar; one on the as yet uninveſtigated 
cauſe of the courſe of the Indian 


Ocean, which flows fix months towards 
nzimof] | I the 


\ 


the eaſt, and 6 * towards the weſt; and; 
three hundred and er aha 
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daha; of x the Ganges. od: 114 
ak 10 11585 36d gatogqut bag 4a pt 
Here, by the ys Ways be was deſired to 

collect all the information he might be 

9.8 as to the agrees al, dh 
attention n of the * of ane for 

ſo many centuries. But he conſidered 

this matter as already ſufßcientiy ſcru- 


tinized, beſides its, Weins foreign to ht 
miſſion. 
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back, upon an average, five different 
folutions, which, for the three thou- 
ſiund five hundred queſtions, made ſe⸗ 
venteen thouſand five hundred an- 
ſwers; and ſuppoling that each of his 
brethren had brought back as many, it 
followed, that the Royal Society would 
have three hundred and fifty thouſand 
difficulties to clear up, previous to the 
eſtabliſhment of any one truth upon 
folid grounds. Thus all their infor- 
mation, far from making each propo- 


ion converge towards a common 


center, according to the expreſſions 
Made uſe of in their inſtructions, would 
make them, on the contrary, diverge 


from one another, without leaving a 
45 poſſibility 


COTTAGE. 13 
poſſibility of approximation. Another 
reflection gave till greater pain to the 
learned Engliſhman z and this was, 
although in his laborious reſearches he 
had conducted himſelf with all the 
ſang froid of his nation, and behaved 
with a peculiar degree of politeneſs, he 
had made implacable enemies of the 
greater part of the Doctors with whom 
he had argued. What will become, 
ſaid he, of the repoſe of my country- 


men, when, in my ninety bales, I ſhall 
have brought back, inſtead of truth, 


nog but new matter of doubt and 
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He was on the point of taking ß 
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ping for 1 full of vexation and 
perplexity, when the Bramins of Be- 
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| | 'nares informed him, that the Chief Bra- 
| | li min of the famous Pagoda of Jagrenat | 
if 0 or Jagernat, ſituated on the coaſt of 
1 Orixa, by the ſea-fide, | near dne of the 
0 mouths of che Ganges, was alone ca- 


pable of reſolving all the queſtions of 
«the Royal Society of London. He 
Was, indeed, the moſt famous pandect, 
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or Doctor, ever heard of: People came 


to him from all parts of India, and 
from ſeveral kindoms of Aſia. 

Abe Engliſh philoſopher immedi- 

14 ale ſet off for Calcutta, and addreſſed 

" himſelf 


COTTAGE; 05 


viankifvo! the rene of the Eaft- 
India Company, who, for the honour 
of his nation, and the glory of ſciences, - 
gave him, for his journey to Jagrenat, 
a palanquin with a crimſon ſilk awning 


- 


and gold taſſels, two relays of vigorous 
coolies, or bearers; of four men each; 
two porters; a ſlave to carry water, in 
order to refreſh him, a ſecond to carry 
his pipe, and a third his umbrella, to 
defend him from the heat of the day; a 
maſalchi, or torch- bearer for the night; 
a hewer of wood; two cooks; two ca- 
mels, with their drivers, to convey his 
proviſion and baggage; two lacqueys, 
or running footmen, to announce him; 


four ſeapoys, or rajab-puts, mounted on 
| Perſian 
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pieces of China ſilk, red, wh 


Perſian horſes, to eſcort him, and a 


ſtandard - bearer with the ſtandard of 
England. One would have taken the 


Doctor, with his fine equipage, for a 


writer of the Eaſt-India Company.— 


There was, however, this difference, 
that the Doctor, inſtead of going in 


queſt of preſents, was charged to make 
preſents to others. As it is not the 


cuſtom in India to appear empty- 
handed before perſons in dignified ſitu- 
ations, the Director had furniſhed him, 


at the expence of the nation, with a 


handſome teleſcope, and a Perſian car- 


pet for the Chief of the Bramins ; ſome 


beautiful ſhawls for his wife, and three 
ite, and 
yellow, 


COTTAGE. T4 


As ſoon as the camels were loaded with 
the preſents, the Doctor ſet off in his 
palanquin with the book of the Royal 
Society. Ws pc had ach 
„ eee 74 eee 
He did nothing on the road but 
chink of the queſtion by which he ſhould 
open his converſation with the Chief of 
the Bramins of Jagrenat, being in 
doubt whether he ſhould begin by one 
of the three hundred and ſixty- eight 
concerning the ſource and inundations 
of the Ganges, or by. that which was 
relative to the alternate and ſemi-annual. 
courſe of the Indian fea, which might 
ſerve to diſcover the ſources and perio- 
8 dical 
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{iam movements of the ocean through- 
ge the globe: but althou gh this queſtion 
e more intereſting to natu- 


ral philoſopy, than all che reſearches 
chat had been made during ſo many 


centuries concerning the ſources and 
increaſe of the Nile, it had not as yet 
ttracted che attention of the learned 
of spe. 415 


49 8 


ni 2 ol 

dn He therefore preferred interrogating 
the Bramin in regard to the univerſality 
of che Deluge, which has given birth 

to ſo many diſ putes; or, going ſtill fur- 
ther back to enquire if it be true, that 
the ſun has ſeveral times changed! it s 


courſe, riſing in the weſt, and ſetting 


ky . | 4 In 
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in the eaſt, according 1 to the tradition 


of the Egyptian prieſts, related by 
Herodotus; nay, he even chought af 


enquiring about the æra of the creation 


of the world, which the natives of India 


pretend to have exiſted ſeveral millions 


of years. Sometimes he thought it | 


would be more uſeful to conſult him 
about the beſt form of government, and 
even concerning the rights of man, 
of which no country poſſeſſes a code, 
but theſe laſt queſtions were not in his 
bogk.. | bes 


* 


Hcwever, faid the 15 8 in the 


firſt place, it ſeems to me proper to aſk. . 
the Indian Pandect by what means the 
. truth 
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dreh is to be found; for 1 be by 


| reaſon, as I have endeavoured” to do 


till now, reaſon } is different in different 


men; 1 muſt alſo aſk him where truth 
is to be fought; for if it be 1 in books, 
they are all in contradiction wich one 
another; and laſtly, whether truth 
mould be communicated to mankind z 


for whoever makes them acquainted 


with it is ſure to be perſecuted. Theſe 


are three precious queſtions chat our 
illuſtrious Preſident overlooked. If the 
Bramin of Jagrenat can reſolve them 
for me, I ſhall have the key of all the 


. ſciences, and what is better ſtill, 1 ſhall 


live ! in peace, with all the world. | 


Silks 


In 
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with himſelf, After ten days journey 
he reached the coaſt. oh, the. Gulf ef 
Bengal, meeting AS, he advanced gleat 
numbers. of people on their return from 
Jagrenat, all. enchanted With the wiſe 
dom of rhe chief of chg Pandefts, whom 
they had been to conſult. On the 
eleventh morning, at the dawn of day, 
he perceived. at a diſtance .the; famous 
Pagod of Jagrenat, with its lofty. red 
walls, itsgallerjes, its domes and turrets 
It was ſituated in the, centre of nine ayer 
nues of evergreens, digergiog rowards 
as many Kingdoms. 11 oy I 
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Each of theſe : avenues was of 4 dif- 


"Kin kind of tree, ſuch as Palms, 
Cocoa trees, Camphor bearing Laurels, 


Bamboos, thoſe of the Sandal wood, 
and the like, and led towards Cey- 
Jon, Golconda, Arabia, Perſia, Thibet, 
China, Ava, uw and the iſles of the 
Tndian ſea.” 


through the avenue of bamboos that 
bordered the Ganges, and the delight- 


ful iſlands at its mouth; and though 
erected on a plain, it was of ſuch a 
towering height, that notuithſtanding 
he perceived it in the morning, he did 


not reach it till the evening was com- 


, . 
- * 
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ing 
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ing on. HW was Aruck' with f 
tion! when on a nearer approach, e 
contemplated it's vaſt extent and mag 
nificence. It's gates of bronze were 
refulgent with the ſetting fun, and eagles 
ſoared around the lofty pinnacle that 
pierced che Kies. Immenſe baſons of 


wWhite marble ſurrounded it, and the 


pellucid water they contained, reflected 
its gilded domes, its galleries and gates: 
without were a range of tourt yards, 
gardens, and noble buildings inhabited 
by the Bramins, who were ee 
in the ſacred imm * the mme 
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The Doctors W 6 
nounce him, a band of youthful attend- 
ante 
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ants came immediately out of one of 
the gardens, and advanced to meer 
him, ſinging and dancing to the ſound 
of che tambourines. About their necks 
they had wreaths of beautiful flowers 
and garlands of the bloſſoms of parti: 
cular ſhrubs about their waiſts. The 
Doctor in the midſt of. their perfurnes, 
their, dances, and their, muſck, walked | 
forwards, to the Pagoda, at the extre- 
mity of. which he perseived, by the 
helpiof, ſeveral gold and ſilver lamps? 
the ſtatue of Jagrenat, the ſeventh in- 
carnation. of Brama, in the form of a 
pyramid without hands or feet, which 
he had loſt in attempting to carry the 

104 World 
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world*—+proſtrate, at his feet, with their 
ice to the earth, lay | a number of De: 
nitents, ſome promiſing aloud cc hang 
themſelyes | by the ſhoulder sto hig gan 
on the day of his fęſtixal, and, others, 
to ſuffer. themſelyes +! he cruſhed. to 
death beneath its wheels. Although 

the ſight of theſe fanaigks uttering, deep | 
groans, and pronouncing their horrible 
vows, inſpired. a ſentiment. of terror, 
the Doctor was. preparing to Enter 
the pagoda, when an old Bramin, guar- 
dian of the gate, Ropyed him and en- 
quired into the motiyg, of his viſe 
When he had leant it, he told the Nec- 
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tor: that in conſequence of his being 
a frank, or impure, he could neither 
preſent himſelf before Jagrenat or his 
High Prieſt, till he fhould have been 
thrice waſhed i in one of the baths of che 
temple, and till he ſhould have ſtripped 
off every part of his drefs made of the 
Tpoils of any animal, eſpecially of.cow's 
hair, becauſe che cow'is adored by the 
Bramins, and of that of the hog; be · 
cauſe _ bold: abhorrence. 


99 . 5 


W hat ſhall u 80 then , anſwered the 
Doctor, 1 bring! as a preſent to che Chief 
of the Bramins, a Perſian carpet, made 
of the hair of the Angola coat, and ſe- 
xeral Chineſe ſilken ſtuffs. Every 
. | thing 


2 
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thing, replied che Danis, offered at 
the temple of Jagrenat, or to his High 
Prieſt are purified by the gift/itfelf; but 
as to your clothes the caſe is differen: 
The Doctor was conſequently: obliged 


to take off his coat of Engliſh wol, 


his dog-ſkin + ſhoes, and his beaver 


hat, an old Brimin then waſhed him 


three times, - clathed” him in à robe 


of callico of the colour of  ſandal- 


wood, and conducted him to the en- 
trance of the chief Bramin's apartment. 
The Doctor was advancing without fur- 
*her ceremony, carrying his book of 
queſtions of the Royal Society under his 


arm, when his conductor aſked'him of 
what matter the binding was compoſed. 
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It, is 


bound in e ede * 


Docter. Hoy laid the Bramin, un- 


ahle to contain himſelf, did I not tell 
you chat che cow; was adored by the 
Bramins, and. yo darę prefent; your 
ſelf. r0,1theirChigfy,wich; a book, cor | 
vered with very fine calf- Kin l—— 
The Engliſh Doctor would have been 
obliged to go and purify himſelf in 


the Ganges, if he, had not abridged all 


diſpute by putting ſome, pagodas, or 


pieces of gold into his conductor's bands 


He was nevertheleſs. obliged to leave 
his bock of queſtions in his palanquin; 
he conſoled himſelf, however, by ſay- 
ing inwardly; after all, I have only 
three queſtions to aſk, their Indian 
11 | Doctor 
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Doctor. I ſhall be content if he can 
inform me by what means truth is to 
be ſought, where it is to be found, and 
whether it ſhould: be communicated to 
mank ind. 4 ha. 


The old Bramin at length introduc- 


ed the learned Engliſhman, dreffed- in 
his callico robe, bare- foot and bare- 


headed, to the high Prieſt of Jagre- 
nat, in a vaſt faloon, ſupported by pil- 
lars of ſandal-wood. The walls were 
green, being coated with ſtucco, mix- 
with cow- dung ſo brilliant, and ſo highly 
poliſhed that they reflected objects like a 
mirror. The floor was covered with very 
fine mats, fix feet long, and as many 


I broad. 
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broad. At the bottom of the ſaloon, 
was a kind of throne, ſurrounded by a 


balluſtrade of ebony; and on the throne 


the eye diſcovered through a lattice 
work of Indian canes, covered with a 
red varniſh, the venerable Chief of the 


Pandects, with his white beard; and 

three cotton threads hanging over his 
ſhoulder, according to the euſtom of 
the Bramins. He was fitting, on a yel- 


low carpet, with his legs acroſs, and in 


fo perfect a ſtate of mamobility, that 
he did not even move his eyes. Some 
of his diſciples drove away the flies 


with fans of peacock's feathers ; others 


were burning perfumes of aloes- wood 


in ſilver cenſers; and others played 


upon 
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upon the dulcimer in a very pleafing 
key; che reſt, who were very nume- 
rous, and among whom were ſeveral 
fakers, joquis, and ſantons, were rang- 
ed in ſeveral rows on each ſide of the 
room, in a profound ſilence, their eyes 
fixed on the ground, and their arms 
acroſs their breaſts. 


The Doctor was going at firſt to 
advance to the Chief of the Pande&s 
to pay his complimens; but his con- 
ductor ſtopped him at the diſtance 
of nine mats, telling him that the 
Omras, or Indian noblemen went no 
further ; that the Rajas, or Indian Sove- 
reigns wereallowed toadvanceonly to the 


ſixth 


. x 
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fixth mat; the Princes, ſons of the 

Mogul to the chird ; and that the ho- 

nour of approaching the venerable Chief 
to kiſs his feet, was pe for the 

Greav Mogul alone. wot nf bs. 


4 
4 Fei + *; FL E * 
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In the + aliens Greats Arnie 
carried to the foor-of the throne, the 
teleſcopes, the ſhawls, the pieces of 
lk, and the carpet, that the Doctor 8 
| people had laid down at che door of 
the room ; and the old Bramin having 
: caſt : a glance upon them, without ſhew- 
ing the leaſt ſign of approbation, _ | 
were carried into the inner apart- 


* 


ments. 
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The Engliſh Doctor was going to be- 
gin a very fine ſpeech in the Hindoo- 


tongue, when his conductor informed 
him that he muſt wait till the High 


Prieſt queſtioned him. He therefore 


made him fir down upon his heels, with 
his legs acroſs like a taylor, according. to 
the cuſtom of the country. The Doctor 
murmered inwardly at. all. thoſe forma- 
lities ; but what would not a man un- 
dergo to find out the truth, after going 
in ſearch, of it to India? 8 


"ra £ 
c 


OY 


As ſoon .as..the Doctor was ſeated; 


the muſic ceaſed, and after a ſilence of 


a few minutes the Chief of the Pandects 


D aſked 


— 


— 3 
44-8; k 7 
\ . 
1 L 
. 4 
* 7 9 
1 . 
; 145 
* by 
+. - 
7 + 151 1+ 
85 EW 
Y 7. © 4 $5 
Ii : 
AR. 3 . 
= 
1972 
„ 1 
11. 
18 
3? 
Rar 
148 
11 5 
11 
= 4 
- T7 IF 
N 
4348 37 
q $3 TL 
3 
*4 FI 
* 1 
1 
J * 4 
; A 
* 2 
8 1 
1 
* 
"$2 
$3 34% = 
' 
$3 y 
* 
19 
o 1 
4; 244 | 
pl »2 7% 
174 1 
32174 
- 1 
il 
. 7 1 
1 . 
1 © 
$1410 
4 3% 
1 — np 
8 1 
1 * 
15 = Wa 
"** 43 | | 
It 121; 
94 , 
©35 4; 
£ i | 1 
« £2 ; 
5 : * | 
FOE KL 
ö 
i 0 
: Tz 
14 
2 
- I s 
: $7 | 
4 * oy 3. 
i, 
43 $4 
T \ 
$7 £# 
17 N 
8 8: 
1 
11 
34538 
1 . 
1177 
] 4 1 
3% ö 
18 3 
$361} 
140 
a ö 
14 
of 


— — Pe — 
— — —— 2 — 
— — — On 


2 xr 44 — — LRN 
r r ee 


— . 
K „„ 


34 THE INDIAN 


aſked him, why he was come to Ja- 


grenat? 


Although the High- prieſt of Jagrenat 


fpoke inthe Hindoo language diſtinct- 


ly- enough to be heard by a part of the 
aſſembly, his queſtion was conveyed. 
from one fakir to another, and from 
him to a third, who delivered it to the 
Doctor. The Engliſhman anſwered in 
the ſame language; that he was come 
to Jagrenat to conſult the Chief of 
the Bramins, in conſequence of his 


high reputation, that he might know 


by what means the truth was to be diſ- 


covered.“ 


The anſwer of the Doctor was con- 
veyed to the Chief of the Pandects by 
| the fame interlocutors, who had been 
the bearers of the queſtion; and all 
the reſt of the conference was carried 
on in the ſame way. | 


The old Chief of the Pandects, after 
a moment's recollection, made anſwer: 
„Truth can only be known by means: 
4 of the Bramins.” All the aflembly 
then. bowed the head, in admiration of. 
the anſwer, of its Chief. 


Where is truth to be ſought?““ 
fad the Engliſh: Doctor, with ſome: 
little impatience;  ©** All. truths,” an- 
| D 2 {wered. 
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ſwered the old Indian Doctor, “is con- 
« tained in the four Beth, written a 
hundred and twenty thouſand years 
ago in the Shanſcrit language, which 


the Bramins alone underſtand. 


At theſe words the whole ſaloon re- 
echoed with applaaſe. 

The Doctor, recovering his ſang froid, 
faid to the High Prieſt of Jagrenat : 
Since God has concealed the truth 
in books underſtood by the Bramins 
ok alone, it follows, that God has de- 
« nied the knowledge of it to the 
_ greater part of mankind, who do not 
even know that there are Bramins in 


cc exiſtence: 
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« exiſtence: Now, if that were the 
cc caſe, God would not be juſt. “ 

< It is the will of Brama,” replied 
the High Prieſt. Nothing can be 
« objected to the will of Brama.”— 
The applauſe of the Aſſembly re- 
doubled. As ſoon as it ſubſided, the 
Engliſhman propoſed his third queſ- 
tion: Should the truth be cemmu- 


cc nicated to mankind ?” 


& It 15 often,” ſaid the old Pandect, 


6 prudent to conceal it from every 
© body; but it is a duty to tell it to 
ce the Bramins.“ 


D 3 © How!“ 
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38 THE INDIAN 


Doctor in a rage, the truth muſt. be 


place in the Aſſembly. They had heard 
out murmuring; but the caſe was al- 


to themſelves. The Pandects, the Fa- 


„ How!“ exclaimed the Engliſn 


© told to the Bramins, who tell it to 
©:;xobody ?=Vetiy, the Bramins are 
« exceedingly unjuſt.” 


* 


At theſe words à terrible tumult tobk 
the Almighty taxed with injuſtice with- 
tered when the ſame reproach applied 


Kirs, the Santons, the Joguis, the Bra- 
mins, and their diſciples, wanted te 
argue all together with the Engliſh 
Doctor; but the High Prieſt of Jag- 
renat put a ſtop to this noiſe, by clap- 

ping 


/ 


ping his hands, and ſaying, in a very 
audible voice The Bramins do not 
<« difpute like the Doctors of Europe. 
He then roſe and retired, in the 
midſt of the acclamations of all the Aſ- 
ſembly, which murmured loudly againſt 
the Doctor, and would, perhaps, have 
done him a miſchief, had they not 
feared the reſentment of the Engliſh, 
who are all powerful on the banks of 
the Ganges. The Doctor having re- 
tired from the ſaloon, his conductor 
ſaid to him“ Our right venerable Fa · 
ther would have preſented you, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, with ſherbet, betel, 
and perfumes, but you have made hini 
14 < angry.” 
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«© angry.“ —“ It is I,” anſwered the 
Doctor, © who ought to be angry, at 

© having taken ſo much pains to no 
© purpoſe. But what does your Chief 
% complain of ?”—*© What!“ replied 


the conductor, “did you not want to 


0 


* 


diſpute with him? And don't you 
«© know that he is the oracle of India, 
* and that each of his words is as a 
66 ray of light?“ I ſhould never 
have ſuſpected it,” ſaid the Doctor, 
putting on his coat, hat, and ſhoes,— 
As the weather was ſtormy, and the 
night coming on, he begged leave to 
paſs it in one of the lodgings of the 
Pagoda ; but his requeſt was refuſed, 
becauſe he was a Frank. 

: The 


# | + 4 
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The ceremony having made him 
very thirſty, he aſked for ſomething to 
drink. Some water was brought him 
in a veſſel, which was broken ſo ſoon 
as he had drank, becauſe, as a Fran, 
he had defiled it by putting it to his 
lips. The Doctor, very much piqued 
at this, called his people, who were 
lying proſtrate on che ſteps of the Pa- 
goda,, and getting into his palanquin, 
took his way along the avenue of bam- 
boos, by the ſea · ſide, the night ſhutting 
in apace, and the ſky being covered 
with clouds. : HN 


While on the road, he ſaid to himſelf— 
** The Indian proverb is very true — 


cc Every 
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« Every European who comes to India 
“gets patience if he has it not, and 
'* loſes it if he has. For my part, 1 
cc have loſt mine. What! is it not 
poſſible to know by what means the 
ec truth ĩs to be found, where it is to 
te be ſought, and if it hould be com- 
s municated to mankind '!-—Man is 
«© then: condemned all over the world 
to error and diſpute : It was well 
e worth while, to be ſure, to come to 
< India to conſult the Bramins ” - 


While the Doctor in his palanquin 
was reaſoning in this manner, there 
"came on one of thoſe dreadful hur- 
Ficanes, called in India a typhon,—— 
The 


J 
1 
[ 
t 


The wind blew from the fea, and 
beating back the water of the Gan- 
ges, daſhed it to foam againſt the 
iſlands at its mouth. In its furious 
coutſe it ſwept whole columns of {ſand 
from their banks, and clouds of leaves 
from the adjacent foreſts, carrying them 
pell-mell acroſs the river, and the plains, 
and lifting them aloft into the vaſt fields 
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of air. Sometimes it ingulfed itſeif in 


the avenue of bamboos, and though 


theſe Indian reeds were as high as the 
talleſt trees, agitated them like the 
graſs of the meadow. In the midſt of 
the whirlwind of duſt and leaves, the 
eye could trace their long and undu- 
lating rows, ſome bent to the earth, 

1 while 
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while others loudly roaring reared their 


D. 


heads anew. The Doctor's people, 


afraid of being waſhed away by the 


Ganges, which already overflowed its 
banks, took their road as chance direct- 
ed acroſs the fields to the neighbouring 
heights. In the mean time the night 
came on, and they had already been 
walking three hours in utter darkneſs, 
without knowing whither they. were 
going, when a flaſh of lightning divid- 
ing the clouds, and illuminating the 


horizon, ſhewed them the Pagod of 


Jagrenat, the iſlands of the Ganges, 


and the agitated ſea far on their right, 
and ſtraight before them a little ** 


and a wood. 


They 


1 


COTTAGE. 


They ran thither to take refuge; the 
hollow peals of thunder reverberating 
on their ears, before they reached the 
entrance of the valley. It was flanked 


with rocks, and ; thickly planted with 


old trees of an enormous ſize. Altho' 
the hoarſely roaring tempeſt bowed 
their tops, the monſtrous trunks were 
as unſhakeable as the rocks that ſur- 


rounded them. 


This portion of the ancient foreſt 
ſeemed the aſylum of repoſe; but it 
was difficult to penetrate. Ratans ran 
winding round the ſkirts of the wood, 
and briars inter woven from tree to tree 
preſented a rampart of leaves on every 

ſide, 
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fide, where it is true ſome greeprres 
cefles were ſeen, but deſtitute of ifue: 

His Rajah-puts having however opened 
4 paſſage with their words, all the 
| Dodtor's attendants went in with. ſhe 


1 thought themſelves ſhel+ 
tered from the ſtorm, when a. deluge: 


of rain came pouring down upon them 


in a thouſand torrents. In this per- 
plexity, they perceived through che 
trees a light, and a hut in the narroweſt 
part of tne valley. The Maſalchi ran 
thither to light his torch; but he ſoon 
returned, out of breath, exclaiming 
= 


9 


COTTAGE. 4) 
as he came —_— do not + approach 3 ; 


here is a Paria rr 


The frightened band immediately 
eried out. A Paria! a Paria l 
The Doctor thinking it was ſome wild 
beaſt, put his hand upon his piſtols,—- 
« What is a Paria?” ſaid he to his. 
torch-bearer. © It is a man,” anſwered- 
he, © without faith. or. law.“ t is. 
4 an Indian,“ added the Chief: of the 
Rajah-puts, ** oft ſo infamous a- caſt; 
« that it is lawful for any one, on whom 
« he lays his hand, to kill him. If we 
go into his hut, we ſhall not dare 
*© for nine moons to ſet: our foot in 4 
90 1 ; and to purify us, ve muſt 


cc be 
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be bathed nine times in the Ganges, 
« and waſhed as often from head to 
« foot, with the urine of a cow, by 
the hand of a Bramin.“ All the In- 
dians cried out together, We will not 
go into the houſe of a Paria. 
4 How do you know,” ſaid the Doc- 
tor to his torch-bearer, **- that your 
ve. countryman is a Paria, that is, with 
cc out faith or law?” „ Becauſe,” an- 
ſwered the torch-bearer, „ when I. 
« opened the door of his hut, I. ſaw 
«© that he and his dog were ſtretched 
4 on the ſame mat as his wife, to whom 
© he was offering ſomething to drink 
© in a cow's horn.” All the Doctor's 
attendants repeated: We will not 
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« we will not go into che houſe of 
« a Paria. “ Stay here, if you will,” 
ſaid the Engliſhman; „ for my part 
“ all the caſts in India are alike to me, 
« when Iam in want of ſhelter from 


« the rain.“ 


On ſaying this, he leaped from his 
palanquin, and taking his book of queſ- 
tions and his night-bag under his arm, 
with his piſtols and his pipe in his hand, 
advanced alone to the door of the cot- 
tage, He had ſcarcely rapped, when a 
man of a pleaſing countenance came to 
open the door; but drew back imme- 
diately after; * Sir,” ſaid he, © I am 
ce only a poor Paria, who am not Wor- 

I „ IP 
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** thy to receive you; but if you think 
* proper to take Helter with me, you 
* will honour me much.” Brother,” 
anſwered the Engliſhman, I accept 
« your hofpitality with all my heart.“ 
The Paria then went out with a torch 
in his hand, a load of dry wood upon 
his back, and a baſket full of cocoa 
nuts and bananas under his arm, and 
drawing near the Doctor's attendants, 
who were at ſome diſtance under a tree, 
{aid to them: Since you will not do 
«© me the honour to come into my hut, 
1% I have brought you fruit, incloſed in 
tc the rind, which you may eat without 
ic fear of being defiled, and fire to dry 
« you, and keep off the tygers. God 

2 « preſerve 


corraen $1 


« preſerve you.” He returned directly 
to his cottage, and ſaid. to the Doctor: 
« ] repeat to you, Sir, that I am only 
« A wretched Paria: but as I ſee by your 
« fair complexion and your clothes, that 
« you are not an Indian, I hope you will 
« not feel any repugnance to the ali. 
© ments preſented to you by your poor 
« ſervant.” At the fame time he fpread 
upon a mat on the ground ſeveral kinds 
of fruit, ſuch as yams, ſweet potatoes 
roaſted under the embers, broiled ba- 
nanas, and a pot of rice dreſſed with 
lugar and cocoa- nut milk ; after which 
he retired to the mat, where was his 


wife, with his child fleeping beſide her 
in a cradle, © Virtuous man, “ ſaid the 


E. 2 Engliſhman, 
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Engliſhman,*you are my ſuperior, ſince 
you do good to thoſe who defpiſe you; 
If you will not. honour me with your 


preſence on this very mat, I ſhall think 


that you take me for a man of baſe 


ſentiments, and will inſtantly leave your 


cottage, ſhould I even be drowned by 


the rain, or devoured by the tygers.“ 


The Paria came and fat down on /the 
ſame mat with his gueſt, and both be- 
gan to eat. The Doctor in the mean- 
time enjoyed the pleaſure of being in 
ſafety in the midſt of the ſtorm. The 
hut was tempelt-proof : beſides its be · 
ing ſituated in the narroweſt part of the 


valley, it was built under a waar, or 


$4 © $ = ; vanvan 


e. 
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banyan fig-tree , the branches of which 
ſhooting out roots from their extremi- 
ties, form ſo many arcades whick ſup- 
port the principal trunk. The foliage 
of this tree was ſo thick, as not to- be 
penetrable by a ſingle drop of rain ; and 
though the bellowing of the wind was 
heard, accompanied by frequent claps 
of thunder, the ſmoke which iſſued 
through che middle of the roof, and 
the light of the lamp were not even 481. 
tated. | 


The Doctor gazed around him, in 
admiration of the tranquility: of the 


Indian and his wife, till more pro- 
found than that of the elements. Their 
E z child 
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child, whoſe : ſkin reſembled poliſhed 
ebony, was faſt aſleep in irs cradle; the 
mother rocking it with her foot, vhilſt 
ber hands were employed in making 
him anecklace of red and black Angola 
peas. The father caſt alternate looks 
of tenderneſs on each, and even the 
very dog ſeemed to be a ſharer of the 
general happineſs: ſtretched out with 
the cat by the fire-ſide, he turned his 
half-clofed eyes from time totime upon 


his maſter, as if to expreſs his grati- 


tude. 

As ſoon as the Engliſhman had done 
eating, che Paria handed him a live 
ember to light his pipe, and having 
Akrwiſe lic his on, made a fign to his 

2 . 
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wife, who placed upon ihe mat, twa 
cups made af che cocoa· put ſhell, and 
a large gourd full of punch, which ſhe 
had made during the ſupper, with wa- 
ter, arrack, the juice of lemons, and 
that of the ſugar- cane. 


While they were ſmoaking and drink+ 
ing by turns, the Doctor {aid to the 
Indian: * I think you one of the hap- 
« pieſt men J have yet met with, and 
«« conſequently one of the wiſeſt. Per, 
mit me to aſk you a few queſtions, 
Ho comes it that you are fo tran- 
* quil in ſo terrible a ſtorm? You are 
e however only under cover of a tree, 
* and trees attract the lightning.” — 
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*© The lightning,” anſwered the Paria, 
& never fell upon a banyan fig- tree.“ 
c That is curious, indeed,” replied 
the Doctor: © and doubtleſs becauſe 


tc jt, like the laurel, is non- electric.“ 


* do not underſtand you,” ſaid the 
Paria; „but my wife thinks it is be- 
& cauſe the god Brama once took ſhel- 


© ter under its leaves: as for me, 1 


6 think that God, having given the 


© banyan fig-tree a thick foliage, and 


& arcades to afford a ſhelter to man- 


A 


kind in theſe ſtormy climates, does 
© not permit it to be ſtruck by. the 
lightning.“ 


' COTTAGE. $7 
* Your anſwer is very religious,” 
ſaid the Doctor. So it is your truſt 
« in God that tranquillizes you. Con- 
« ſcience inſpires greater courage than 
« ſcience. Tell me, I beg of you, 
« of what ſe& you are; for you cannot 
« be of any of thoſe of India, fince-no 
e Indian will hold communication 
« with you. In the liſt of the learned 
«.caſts I was to conſult on my way, 
* did not find any mention made of 
« the Parias. In what region of India 
* 1s your pagod?“ 
6 In every region,” anſwered the 
Faria: „my pagod is Nature; I adore 
its author, at the riſing of the ſun, 

te and 
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ce and bleſs him when it ſets: Taught 
& by misfortune, I never refuſe my al. 
* ſiſtance to any one more unfortunate 
than myſelf, I ſtrive to render my 
4e wife, my child, and even my cat and 
* dog happy, and expect death at the 
« end of my life, like ſoft ſlumber at 
* the end of day.” 


46 a what book have you imbib- 
« ed theſe principles?” aſked the Doc- 
tor. | 


From Nature,” anſwered the In- 
— I know no vn? 


1 ee. book indeed, — 
ſaid 


corraez; 89 
faid the Engliſhman ; * but who —_— 
« you to read in it?” 


Misfortune,“ ſaid the Paria t=—— 
« Being of a caſt reputed infamons in 
« my country, and not daring to call 
<< myſelf an Indian, I have made my- 
« ſelf a man: rejeted by ſociety, T 
«© have ſought refuge in Nature. 
« But in your ſolitude: you muſt ſurely 
< have a few books? rephed the Doc- 
tor. Not one,” ſaid the Paria. 4 T 
can neither write nor read.” 
| | 
c Yon have ſpared yourſelf a great 
* many doubts,“ ſaid the Doctor, rub- 
bing his forchead : Fer my part, I 
« have 


60 THE INDIAN 


have been ſent from England, my 
ce native country, to ſeek for truth 
* among the learned of a variety of 


e nations, for the purpoſes of enlight- 


© ening mankind, and rendering them 


e more happy, but after many vain 
ce reſearches, and ferious diſputes, I 
© have concluded that the ſearch of 
& truth is a folly, becauſe when found, 
ce there is no knowing whom to tell it 
* to, without making enemies. Speak 


cc ſincerely 1 don't you think like me?“ 


2” Although I am only an ignorant 


& Paria, yet ſince you permit me to 
C 


A. 


give my opinion, I think that every 
man is obliged to ſeek truth for his 
« own 


„8 
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t own happineſs : otherwiſe he will be 
« ambitious, full of ſuperſtition and 
« ayarice, and even a cannibal, ac- 
« cording to the prejudices and inte- 
e reſts of thoſe who ſhall bring him 


cc up. 


The Doctor, who did not loſe ſight 
of the three queſtions he had propoſed 
to the Chief of the Pandects, was en- 
chanted with the anſwer of the Paria. 
* Since you think,” ſaid he, * that 
© every man is obliged to ſeek the 
« truth, tell me what means we ought 
& to employ to find it, for our ſenſes 
« deceive us, and our reaſon miſleads 
© usſtill more. Reaſon differs among 

2 « all 
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all men, and is, I believe, at bottom, 
no more than the particular intereſt 
of each: to this we muſt attribute 


its being fo variable all over the 
world. There are no two religions, 
nations, tribes, or families; nay, 
there are no two men, whoſe way of 
thinking is the fame. With what 
ſenſe are we then to ſeek the truth, 
if that of intelligence do not anſwer 
the purpoſe ? 


„ think,” anfwered the Paria, * it 
ſhould be ſought with a fimple heart. 
The ſenſes and the mind may be 
deceived, but a ſimple heart will 


«© never 
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« never deceive, even though it may 
« be deceived itſelf.” 


% Your anſwer is profound,” ſai 
the Doctor. We muſt then ſeek the 
« truth with our heart, and not with 
e our reaſon, The fenfations of all 
«© men are the ſame, but they reaſon 
« differently, becauſe the principles of 
% truth are in Nature, and the con- 
© clufions they deduce from it in their 
_ © intereſts. It is then with a ſimple 
« heart that truth muſt be fought; 
« for a ſimple heart never pretended 
© to underſtand what it did not un- 
« derſtand, or to believe what it did 
* not believe. It neither helps us to 


4 deceive 
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* deceive ourſelves, nor to deceive 
&« others afterwards : therefore a ſimple 
« heart, far from being weak like thoſe 
te of the greater part of mankind ſe. 
« duced by their intereſts, is ſtrong, 
« and as ſuch well ſuited to ſeek the 


& found,” 


% You have developped my idea 
* much better than I could have done,” 
rejoined the Paria: Truth is like the 
« dew of heaven; to keep it pure it 


«« muſt be received in a pure veſſel.” - 


cc Very well ſaid, thou ſincere man,” 
_— the * Doctor; “ but the 


*© moſt 


corr aer. 5 


* moſt difficult remains to be found — 


<< Where is the truth to be ſoughtꝰ à 
<« {imple heart depends upon ourſelves; 
« the truth depends upon others, where 


cc 
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be 


cc 
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cc 


is it to be found, if thoſe around us 
are reduced: by their prejudices, or 
corrupted: by their intereſts, as is 
almoſt always the caſe?—1 have wks 
velled among many nations; I have 
examined their libraries; I have 
conſalted their men of ſcience; and 


I have found nothing but contradic- 


tion, doubts, and. opinions, a thou- 


« ſand times more various than their 


(4 


cc 


« 


languages. If therefore truth is not 
to be found in the moſt celebrated 
repoſitories of human knowledge, 

Fee here 


66 TRE INDIAN 


et here muſt we go to ſeek, it? —0f 
£* *what uſe is a ſimple heart among men 
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10 ſhould conſider. truth as coming 
4 in a queſtionable ſhape,” anſwered 
the Paria, 4 if it came to me by the 
4% means of mankind, it is not among 
them that truth ſhould be ſought but 


c in Nature. Nature is the ſource of 


every thing that exiſts, her language 


La) 
- 


« is not unintelligible and variable like 


ee that of men and their books. Men 


„ 4 make books; but Nature makes 
kit «things. Founding the truth upon a 
e book, would be like founding it upon 


4a picture or a ſtatue which can only in- 


tereſt 
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« tereſt one country, and which time 
« impairs every day. Every book is 
« the art of man, but nature is the art 
«c of God.” Auen / meat ©: 
and SAT 

« Yow are much in the right,“ ſaid 
the Doctor, „Nature is the ſource of 
natural truths ; but where is the ſource 
« of hiſtorical ones unleſs in books? 
* How then are we to aſſure ourſelves 
« of the truth of facts that happened two 
« thouſand years ago > Were thoſe who 
* tranſmitted them free from prejudice 
or party ſpirit? had they a ſimple 
{© heart? Beſides, do not books them, 
« ſelves ſtand in need of copyilts, print- 
*« ers, commentators and tranſlators, and 
F 2 : 
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edo none of thoſe people more or leſs 
e disfigure the truth? As you ſay 
* very well, a book is only the att of 
* a man. We muſt therefore forego 
all hiſtorical truth, ſince it cannot be 
« conveyed to us but through the me- 
dium of men ane to error.“ 


Wo of what; conſequence: is ĩt to our 
« a, {aid the Indian, ©, to 
« know the hiſtory of things paſt ?— 
The hiſtory of what is, is the hiſtory 


«of what was, and of what will be.” 


« Very well,” ſaid the Engliſhman; 
t but you will allow that moral truths | 
4 are neceſſary to the happineſs of 9 
| 10 kind. 


conrkOr. T by 


« kind. .How!then e bh ben 
jn nature? The brute creation is for 
« ever at war, for ever Killing and de- 
e vouring one another; elements fight 
« againſt elements ; and is mankind to 
c do the ſame? ee ee 
W O no, anſwered the 88e Paria, 
<- hut each man vill find te rule of his 
conduct in his on heart, if his heart 
be ſimple. Nature has there inſerib- 
« ed this law; do not unto others What 
you would not wiſh others to do to 


55 


you. 


«© True,” replied the Doctor, * ſhe 
has regulated the intereſts of man- 
5 F 3 0 kind 
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* kind. by our own; but pray, how are 
17 religious truths to be diſcovered 
ce among the many traditions and ways 
1 of worſhip that divide the world?“ 
—* In Nature herſelf,” anſwered the 
Paria, „if we contemplate her with a 
e ſimple heart, we ſhall perceive the 
© power, intelligence and bounty of the 
“ Deity; and as we are weak, igno- 
„rant, and miſerable ourſelves, that 
« alone will ſaffice to induce us to 
* love, adore, and worſhip him the 


Whole of our lives, without entering 
e into diſputes.” 


« Admirably ſaid ! but now tell me 
when a truth is difcovered ought it to 
be 


cor rag. at 


be communicated -t9.mankind?-If ou 
publiſh it, you will be perſecuted by an 
infinite number of people, who live 
upon the contrary error, by affirming 
that error to be the truth, and all that 
tends to deſtroy it to be erroneous. “ 
| WOO 4. hrep 9 | S GL 
« We muſt tell the truth, anſwer” 
ed the Paria, to men of ſimple hearts; 
in other words to the good. who ſeek. 
« it, and not to the baſe. who reject it. 
Truth is a pearl, and the baſe man 
« 15 a crocodile, who does not hang it 
*© to his ears, becauſe he has none. If 
you throw a pearl to a crocodile, in- 
« ſtead of making it an ornament, he 
will break his teeth in endeavouring 
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4 have only one objection to 
&« make“ ſaid the Englihman; & and 
« that is, that it” follows from wat you 
« have juſt ſaid, that men are con- 
demned to error, although they ſtand 


é in need of truth, for ſince they perſe- 


18 n by __Yyey n n 
cute” thoſe who tell it, who is the 
« maſter that will venture to inſtruct 
me them D C12 E 


- 


414 : 


© He” anſwered the Paria, “who 
perſecutes men to teach it them, mis. 
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« Ohl this time, child of Nature, 
replied the Engliſhman, I believe 
« that you are deceived. Misfortune 
c makes men à prey to ſuperſtitibn] it 
« debaſes all the qualities of the mind 
and heart. The more men are miſer- 

< able, the more are they baſe, eredu- 
« lous and ſervile. Wo? i q. 
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© That is Se they are not ſuffi- 


« Ciently unfortunate,” anſwered the 
Paria, “ misfortune is like the black 


mountain of Bembor, at the extremity 
of the burning Kingdom of Labor, 


while you toil up ĩt you ſee nothing be- 


fore you but barren rocks; but when 
you have reached the ſummit, you'per- 


ceive 
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+© above all thoſe I know. You have 


% Bramins ſo honoured? 1 am uſt 


ceive heaven above your head, and 
at your feet the kingdom of Caſhimer. 


A charming and juſt compariſon,” 
aid the Doctor: every man, in fact 
has in this life his mountain to climb: 
«.Your's, ſoiltary man, muſt have been 
<« ſteep indeed, for you are exalted 


then been very unfortunate? but 
“ ſpiſed in India, and that of the 


e come from the Chief Prieſt of the 
4 Pagod of Jagrenat; who has no 
„ more ideas than his idol, and who is 
* adored like a God. 109 
ZAR ce It 
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« It is“ anſwered the Paria, „ be. 


cauſe the Bramins ſay that they :oris 
ginally - proceeded from the head of 
Brama,' and that the Parias came 
out of his feet: they add beſides, 
that one day, when Brama was tra? 
velling, he aſked a Paria for ſome- 


thing to eat, who. offered human 
fleſh; ſince this tradition their caſt 
is honoured, and ours curſed all 


over India. We are not even per- 
mitted to approach a city, and every 
Nair, or Rajat- put, is free to kill 
us, if we only come within the 


reach of our breath. Mo ttt 


By St. George!“ e the 


EA “e this is ſtrange mad neſs 
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c and ien f How have the Bra. 
ct mins been able to make the Indiat 
*5 believe ſuch à piebe of extravdagnct. 
m_ nn them from their infan- 

* cy, and: in repeating; it inceſſantly; 
c men are .inſtructed like man; BY 
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Laff Usberhrnid man!“ dad pe” na- 
of Britain how have you found 
means to get out of the abyſs of infamy 
in which the Bramins plunged you at 
your birth. I know nothing more heart. 
breaking for a man, than to be render- 
ed vile in his own eyes: it is depriving 
him of his beſt conſolation; for the 
ſureſt of all is that which we find when 
we retire within ourſelves, 1 

Ng 2? I I faid 
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and ſaid, in the alt pres un- 
ſwered the Paria, is the diſtory o 
« the God Brama really: true? None 
« but the Bramins, who have an intereſt 
« in claiming a celeſtial origin, relate 
« ir. They haye, without doubt, pres 
e tended that a Paria wanted to make 
« Brama a cannibal, by way of reveng- 
ing themſelves on the Parias, for not 
« believing all they ſay of their: own 
« ſan&iry,” WWW 


ä 5 | 2158973 3? 
Ia the next place,” ſaid I, d vers 
** allowing the fact to he true, God is 
* juſt, and cannot render a, whole 
Caſt guilty of the crime of one of irs 
% members, when they have had! no 
| „ ſhare 
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5 ſhare in it. And even ſuppoſing the 
ec whole Caſt of Parias concerned in the 
crime, their deſcendants were not 


their accomplices. God would no 
& more puniſh in the children the faults 
4 of their anceſtors, whom they have 


c never ſeen, than he would puniſh i in 
cc the forefathers the fault of their pro- 
20 geny, as yet unborn. But let us 
ic ſuppoſe that Jam at this moment a 


& ſharer in the puniſhment of a Paria, 


ce treacherous towards his God ſome 


se thouſand years ago, without having 
been a ſharer in his crime; I'aſk if 
* any thing hated by God could exiſt 
ac without being inſtantly deſtroyed ? 


. if 1 were curſt by God, nothing 


cc that 
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% that I plant would come to good. 


« Laſtly, ſaid I to myſelf, I ſuppoſe 
« that J am hated by God, who does 
« me good; why, then I will try to 


e make myſelf agreeable to him, by 


following his example, and by doing 


good to thoſe I ought to hate. 


14 


« But how,” aſked the Engliſh phr- 


loſopher, „as an out- caſt from the 


world, did you find means to live? 


32 


At firſt,” anſwered the Indian, 
« I {aid to myſelf—If all the world is 
thy enemy, be a friend to thyſelf; 
<« thy misfortune is not greater than a 
man may bear. Let the rain be ne- 


2 « yer 
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| *-yerdo heavy a little bird receives 
0nly a drop at a time. I wandered 
„through tlie woods, and along the 
banks off rivers, in ſearch of ſome- 
5 thing to eat, but moſt frequently 
1 Hund nothing but berries, and was 
* al ways dn feat of wild beaſts. Thus 
4 | diſcovered, that Nature has made 
<< ſcarcely. any thing for ſolitary man, 
and chat ſhe had connected my ex- 
„ iſtence with: that very ſociery That 


6 * rejeted me. 


eibal 56h i 
A then frequented the deſerted 
de fields, that are ſo numerous in India, 
and there I ever met with ſome ve- 
, getable food that had ſurvived the 
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ruin of its cultivators. 1 travelled 


« thus from province to province, aſ- 
« ſured of finding my ſubſiſtenet every 


« where among the ſcattered remains 
« of agriculture. When 1 found tlie 


Cc 


cc 


* 


Cc 


(c 


40 


cc 


10 


cc 


(YL) 


10 


ſeed of any uſeful vegetable, I ſowed 
it, and ſaid, if it be not for me, it 
will be for others; and I felt myſelf 
leſs miſerable when I ſaw it was in 

my power to do good. There was 
one thing which I deſired paffion- 
ately, and that was to viſit ſome 


town. I admired from far their 


ramparts and towers, the prodi- 
gious concourſe of boats upon the 
rivers, and of caravans upon the 
roads, bringing thither merchandize 

G from 


4 a 


— — hn * — = ns 
— — 2 4 
Dt « — 2 * * w» > 


n 5 ——au—A— K 
— = : 
_ 
2 N * n o . 0 
. 8 * * he . 8 3 
7 * o \ \ = 
7 * . - —— —— — 
a — > — — 
8 * . 
— * _ P 3 — — . \Y — - " a . . 
A. 3 ®.. w—_ + w 4 MS to, 2 


— ___— 


wy — TN ee ene eee er —— ——— 
» . = pe = of 


— > — - —— — 
SEES EA 22 mw bs 7 TEL 
* 0 — —_—_ 


2 
344 

pg 
L 

wand - > 


— wa — 

h me "P24 
ings, 00 <= 7, - vo 
4 


— — 
e 
— 


n 


| 
— Ez 
— 2 
2 — 


— 


= * — * _ 7% . * — 1 
. * 2 2 X - * 47 . — — 
—— At bay, ones - > > 
—— 2 
we x Dimas * 3 . 
2 — b — — A — — * 2 
. ²˙ rA ²˙ + 7 age 
2 "Eres 7 2 2 
— 
_— 


— ha 52 — — — 
* C . -— 
— — _ - - « tl 
DD ———— —— — — 2 
2 22 8 —— 2 — - ; 
n Nen . 8 3 7 
— — — ——T—E—— 4 — F 


ne 4+ d * 
. 8 8 = © 20 

A . ˙ nn IS peu 
* — 


...r — 
EFT 
= 


r 
. ——— 


+ "4 
J 2 2 


— —_ 


doms to: teſtify fortunate events, ot 


2 


„ to form alliances. I drew as near as 


4 was allowed to the avenues leading 


« to them, gazed with aſtoniſhment 
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from every. point of the horizon; tte 
« . bands of ſoldiers that came to mount 
«« guard; from the remoteſt provinces; 
« and the proceſſions of Ambaſſadors, 
ce with-their numerous trains of atten- 
4 dants, who arrived from foreign king- 


<«. on the long columns of duſt beat up 
by the feet of ſo many travellers, and 
thrilled with defire, when J heard 
« the confuſed noiſe which is ſent 
* forth from great cities, and which in 


— 
* 


«rhe neighbouring plains reſembles the 


« murmurs of the waves breaking upon 
"ho the 


« 
La) 
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cc 
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the ſhore. I faicd to myſelf, an afſems 
blagef of men of ſo many different 


conditions, who p put their induſtry, 
their riches, and wen joy, into a 
common ſtock, muſt make Aa city A 
delightful abode. But though Lam 
not permitted to approach during 
the day, what hinders my going in 
during the night? The poor mouſe, 
who has ſo many enemies, goes and 
comes as it likes under the protec- 
tion of darkneſs, and paſſes from 
che hut of the indigent to the palace 
of the King. It finds the light af 


of life; why then ſhould I want of 
that of the ſun ?—Theſe reflections 


c came 
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came acroſs my mind in the environs 
# of Delhi, 4nd emboldened me to 
«fuck a degree, that 1 entered the 
& city with the night. I took my way 
& through the Lahor gate; And firſt, 
«walked down a long ſolitary ſtreet, 
dc the howſes on either fide having ter- 
4 taces in front, ſupported by areades, 
& under which were the ſhops of the 
i merchants: From diſtance to diſ- 
« tance, I met with oreat carayanfaries 
& carefully ſbut, and vaſt bazars, or 
© market-places, in which the moſt 
« profound filence reigned. In ap- 
4 proaching the interior part of the 
& town, I croſſed the magnificent 
* . quarter of the Ommres, full of palaces 

« and 


8 

« and gardens ranged along the Gemnaz | 
e There all. re: echoed with the ſound 
ce of inſtruments, and the ſongs of the 
cc Bayarderes, who Were dancing on 
the banks of the river. oy . 
« light. 


— Mo. 
.' 
5 


* I advanced to the gate of one of 
* the gardens, that I might partake of 
ſo agreeable a fight; but I was puſh- . 
ed back by the flayes, who with 
* blows and menaces kept the wretch - 
ed at a diſtance. 'While leaving che 
quarter of the great behind me, I 
äpaſſed by ſeveral pagods, where many - 
* unhappy men lay . proſtrate on the 

* earth, and bathed in tears. I haſted 
3 cc from 
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5. from the fight. of theſe monuments 
* "= oo and terror. 

„Further on, the ſhrill voices of the 
as Mollas, announcing from on high 


te the hour of the night, informed me 


c that I was under the turrets of a moſ- 


ce que. At no great diſtance were the 
« factories of the Europeans, with their 
« flags, and their watchmen inceflantly 
calling out kaber-dar (take care). 


< I then paſſed by a great building, 
& which I knew to be a priſon, from the 
e clinking of chains, and the groans 
< of thoſe within. Soon after I heard 
the cries of pain in a vaſt hoſpital, 
1 | « from 


g ; g 
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« from whence waggon loads of dead 
« bodies were coming out. On the 


„way I met with robbers running 


& along the ſtreets, and patroles or che 


guards purſuing them; groups of 


« beggars, who in ſpite of the rattans 


« were aſking at the gates of the palaces 
4 for ſome ſmall fragments of their 


« feaſts : and in every part of the town 


« women who proſtituted themſelves 


publicly for a livelihood. 


« Ar length, after walking a great 


* while, I came to an immenſe eſpla- 
« nade that ſurrounds the fortreſs in- 
« habited by the Great Mogul. 

© was covered with the tents of be 
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c Rajahs or Nabobs of his guard, and 
& of their ſquadrons, diſtinguiſhed by 
6 rb, flags, and long canes, to 
«which were pendant tails of the Thi. 
ce bet cow, A large ditch full of wa- 
te ter, and thickly planted with artil- 
* lery, likewiſe ſurrounded the fortreſs, | 
« By the help of the guard-fires I could 
1 perceive the towers of the caſtle, 
piercing the clouds, and the length 
“of the ramparts, which were loſt in 
e the horizon. I ſhould have been 
* very glad to enter, but the Koras, 
* or long whips, ſuſpended to pil- 
lars, took from me even the deſire 
of ſetting my foot within the eſpla· 
« nade. 1 therefore Raid at one of its 


ex- 


COTTAGE. 2 
« extremities, among ſome negro ſlaves, 
« who permitted me to reſt myſelf be- 
« ſide the fire round which they were 
* ſeated. 


« From thence 1 gazed with admi- 
ration on the imperial palace, and Þ 
« ſaid to myſelf, this is then the abode 
* of the happieſt of men I It is to in- 
« fare him obedience that fo many te- 
" ligions are preached ; to contribute = 
to his glory that ſo many embaſſies 
arrive; to fill his treaſury that ſo 
“many provinces are exhauſted ; to 
e {ſupply his pleaſures that ſo many 
e caravans are tailing on the road; 

; « and 
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tand to provide for his ſafety: that ſo 
e, many armed men watch in ſilence. 
„e While I was making theſe reflec 
< tions I heard joyful acclamations re- 
< echo from every fide, and I ſaw eight 
* camels adorned with ſtreamers paſs 
c along. I was told that they were 
&« loaded with the heads of rebels ſent 
«by the MoguPs Generals from the 
& province of Decan, where one of his 
ec ſons, whom he had appointed Go- 
te vernor, had been waging war againſt 
c him for three years. A moment 
cc after a courier mounted on a drome- 
ec gary arrived full ſpeed :. he came to 
announce the loſs of a frontier town, 

| « through 


G$OTTAGE, gr 
« through the treachery of one of his 
« Commandants, who had given it 85 
ce to the ä wk Per ſia. 


« Scarce had this Courier gone by, 


« when another came with news chat 
the Europeans, whom the Emperor 
© had allowed to eſtabliſh a factory at 
the mouth of the Ganges for the ad- 
e vantage of commerce, had built a 
« fortreſs, and made themſelves maſ- 


« ters of the navigation of the river. : 


Some moments after the arrival of 


"theſe two Couriers, an officer was ſeen 
e coming out of the caſtle at the head of 
* a detachment of the guards. The Mo- 
cc gul 


D 
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* gul had ordered him 10 g9 to the 
« quarter of the Omras, and to fetter 
te three of the principal ones accuſed of 
« keeping up an intelligence with the 
* enemy. The evening before he had 
« given directions to take a Molla into 
«c cuſtody for praiſing the Sophy of Per- 
« ſia in his ſermons, and for ſaying that 
ie the Emperor of India was an Infidel 
c becauſe he drank wine, contrary to 
« the law of Mahomet. e 


« At the ſame time it was afſerted 
« as a truth, that two Captains of his 
« euards, and one of his wives conyi#t- 
* ed of partaking in the rebellion, had 
« juſt 
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« juſt been ſtrangled by his orders, and 
# throw into the Gemaa. ny be. 5 
« While wad een en ul Wed 
« tragical events; a long column of 
« flame ſuddenly burſt forth from 
« the kitchens of the ſeraglio: im- 

© menſe columns of ſmoke mingled 
« with the clouds, and the red light 
« illumined the towers of che fortreſs, 
© the ditch, the eſplanade, and the 
« ſpires of the town, and extended it- 
« ſelf to the hotizoh. Immediately the 
great kettle drums of copper; and 
« the karnas, or hautboys of the guard 
© ſounded a loud and horrible alarm: 
te ſquadrons of (Cavalry overcran the 
2 vc city» 
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city breaking open the doors of, the 
cc houſes in the vicinity of the palace, 
« and with their koras forcing the in- 


e habitants to give, their aſſiſtance to 
8 extinguiſh the fire... 


.-* alſo experienced how dangerous 


La) 


the nei ghbourhood of the great is to 
the little. The great are like fire, 
«© which burns even thoſe who throw 
6 incenſe into it, if they approach too 


* 


C 


e near. I wanted to eſcape; but all 
the avenues of the eſplanade were 
ce blocked up. Nor would it have been 


A 


- poſſible for me to get away, if, as 
4% Divine Providence would have it, 
* the ſide I was on had not been that 
1 «© of 


; © COFTAGEVT | 95 


« of the Seraglio. As the eunuclis 
« were taking away tne women upon 
« elephants, they facilitated my eſcape; 
for while: the guards, with their 
% whips, obliged all that came in their 
e way to go to the aſſiſtance of the Pa- 
« Jace, the elephants: kept them off 

« with their trunk. 


_ 


6 


-, 


* 
| . 


« Thus, fome time driven one way, 
« and ſometimes another, I got out of 
this horrible ſcene of confuſion, and; 
by the help of the light diffuſed by 
the fire, made my way to the other 
« extremity of the ſuburbs, where, in 
their hats, and at a diſtance from 
the great, the common people re- 

poſed 


( 


— 


* 


cc 


* 


* 
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«poſed in peace, ln 
1 oye How 2h ers H/ 
4 There I began to breathe again. 
I ſaid to myſelf, I have at laſt ſeen 
ii a city I have ſeen the abode of the 
„ maſters of nations !—Alas! of how 
© many maſters are they not themſelves 
5 the ſlaves ?—Even in the hours of 
„ repoſe they obey the calls of luxury, 
* of ambition, of ſuperſtition, and of 
„ avarict. They ſleep in fear of the 
% crowd of miſerable and miſchievous 
4 beings that ſurround them, robbers, 
1 beggars, proſtitutes, and incendi- 
„ aries, and even of their ſoldiers, 
«6 thine Eranders, and their prieſts.— 
| * What 


* 
* 


rr 95 
« What muſt a city be in the days 
« time, if a prey to ſuch:difordery i 
ce the night !-—The evils attendant on 
« mankind! increaſe with chis enjoy. 
% ments. How much then ia the Em 
E peror to be pitied; i expetietices 
« them all ! He lives in dreac-of-f88 
« reign agd domeſtic wars, and of the 
objects that: ought to be his confola- 
tion and defente, his Generals; 
« guards, mollas, wives, and chidretr. 
« The ditch around his fortified abode 


« cannot ſtop» the phantom of ſuperſti- 
tion, nor can his well broken ele- | 
4% phants keep off gloomy care. As to 
me, J any free from alt ſuch fetrs:: 
No tyrant can boaſt domimion oer 
H * my h 
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«my body, or my mind. I can ſerve 
« God according to the dictates of my 
te conſcience; and have nothing to 
1 dread from any man, if I do not tor- 
et ment myſelf: All well conſidered, a 
66 Paria * lefwrrrecched than an Em- 
56 — 2 


4 This tebecton 38 tho" rears 
* into my eyes. I fell on my denees, 
< and returned thanks to Heayen, 
which, to teach me to ſupport my 
i misfortunes, had made mt witneſs to 
4 more intolerable ils. 


$7; -/ £19 TrIOG! (1993 270th 
1 From that day, never went fur 
« ther than the ſuburbs of Delhi: 

fy | «« 'Thence 
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« Thence I ſaw the ſtars ſhinbnom the 
« dyellings: of mankind, and mingle 
« with their fires; as if Heaven! and 
© earth had been but one domain, 
* When the moon came? to illumine 
« the landſcape, I percerved' colours 
e different from thofe of day. I ad- 
« mired the towers, houſes, and trees, 
covered with filver and ſable, and 
« which were reflected from afar by the 
«till ſurface of the Gemna. I wan- 
« dered at will about extenfive quar- 
« ters, equally folitary and ſilent; and 
it ſeemed to me, as if the whole town 
* had been my own. Yet, fo odious 
vas I rendered by religion, that ha- 
* manity itſelf would have refuſed me 
H 2 a hand- 
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ge handful of rice. Not "FE able 
20 to find ſubſiſtence among the living, 
1 ſought it among the dead. 
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went to the burying- places, 
4 and ate on the tombs the food left 
ec there. by the ſurviving friends. Theſe 


«were my favontite places for medita- 


— > I ty — DOT 


: e 


r Ret. APET 
* — 


4 tion. This, ſaid I, is the city of 
«© peace: Power and pride are baniſhed 
hence, and innocence and virtue are 
* in ſafety: Here all fears lie dead, 
even that of dying : This is the inn 
cc wherethe tired traveller puts up, and 


4c where even the poor Paria is at reſt, 


h 4 Theſe reſlections made me think 
ll 4 death defirable, and taught me to 


« deſpiſe 


corrAcE. tot 


— 


« deſpiſe the world. I looked towards 
e the eaſt, from whence every moment 
« a multitude of ſtars aroſe. Although 


« their deſtinies were unknown to me, 


« was ſenſible that they were con- 
« nected with that of man, and that 


« Nature, who has made ſo many ob- 


« jects he does not ſee ſubſervient to his 


« wants, has at leaſt eſtabliſhed ſome 


ce relation between him and: thoſe he 
«© does. 


Thus was my foul exalted to the 
e {larry firmament ; and when Aurora 
came and joined her roſy tints to their 
mild and eternal light, I thought 
© myſelf at the gates of Heaven; but 

5 e ſoon 
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bon as the riſing ſun gilded the pin 
ce nacles of the Pagods, I vanithed like 
a ſpectre, and went far from the 


tree, and to fleep amid the warbling 


1 


„ 
7 
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5 abodes of men to-reſt myſelf under a 


<< of the feathered inhabitants of air. 


66 Slows affeaing,” ſaid in Lngliſh- 


man, is your recital, child of ſenſibi- 


ce bility and misfortune; moſt towns, 
< believe me, deſerve only to be ſeen 


© in the night; and after all, the noc- 
* turnal beauties of Nature are not the 
c leaſt ſtriking': A famous Poet of my 
country has celebrated no others. 
But, tell me, how have you done to 


4 render 


| © COTTAGHT 105 
* render. yourſelf ſo happy b the lighe 
&« of Hanh: co Nαπgεh U obegd 5 


4/1 0413-144 190585 tust on. ey ?? 
__ „ane Mira, 2 I e Viſbs 
< happy in che night, reſumed the In- 
dian : Nature xelembles 4 fine wo · 
* man, Who during the day ſhows. to 
* the vulgar the charms af her counte · 
* nance alone, and uche when the night 
comes on, diſplays more ſteret no: 


to the eyes of her lover. However, | 
« if ſolitude: has ity enjoyment, it has 


its privations too: it ſeems to the un · 
« fortunate a ſaſe harbour from whence 
ie he ſees the paſſions, of other men hur- 
ce ry them along, without feeling any 
© 1mpulſe himſelf; but whilſt he con- 
H4- 4 gratu- 


| 
| 
| 
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 4/gratulates himſelf on his immobility, 
* he alſo is dragged on by time. There 
« is no caſting anchor in the ſtream of 
te life: it carries away alike the man | 
e who ſtruggles againſt the current, and 
© he who obeys its direction; the ſage 
eas well as the inſenſate; and both ar: 
« rive together at the end of their days, 
” one after having ſpent them ill, and 
© the other without having enjoyed 
«them. 1 did not wiſh to be wiſer 
* than Nature, nor to find ' happineſs 
« out of the limits ſhe has laid down 
* for man. I was above all deſirous of 
« having a friend to whom I might 
cc communicate my pleaſures and my 
* pains. 1 long ſought ſuch an one 


** among 
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« among my equals, but I found them 


« all envious. At length however I 
« met with one grateful „ kind, faithful, 
« and inacceſſible to prejudices. It is 
«true it was not among my own kind, 
e but among the brute creation: it was 
«the dog you ſee here. I found it 
ehen quite young expoſed in a path- 
« way, and periſhing with hunger. It 
moved my compaſſion: I brought it 
up; it attached itſelf to me, and be- 
« came my inſepatable companion. But 
this was not enough: I was in want 
« of a friend more wretched ſtill/ than a 
dog, who ſhould be:acquainted with 
call the evils of ſociety, and help me 
«to bear them: who ſhould defire no- 


« thing 
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| ching but the gifts of nature, 8 
r might are them with me. It is by 
inter weaving their branches that two 
ec feeble ſhrubs: reſiſt che ſtorm. Pro- 
ce vidence fulfilled my wilnes by giving 

45 meia good wife, It was in the ſource 
4 of my miſery chat . * that of 


n happineſs, 


* 


e das tig when I was in the bu- 
6 rying place of abe Bramins, I per- 
ac ceived by. che light of the moon, 2 
tc young female of chat ſect, half cover- 
Fed with her yellow veil. Ac de 
< ſight ef a woman of the blood of my 
4e tyrants, I ſtarted back with horror; 
80 bat compaſſion led me towards her 


ce again 


Y 


dora. toy 
6. again, when I diſcovered. the -, pious 
duty in which ſhe was engaged, She 
« was putting food upon a hillock, that 
6 covered the aſhes of her mother, burnt 
« alive ſome time before with the body 
(cher father, according to the cuſtom 
« of her caſt, and was burning incenſe 
« to invoke the departed ſpirit. | The 
tears came into m eyes, when I ſaw 


« a perſon more unfortunate than my- 
« ſelf. Alas! ſaid I, Iam bound with 
« the bonds of infamy; but thou' art 
© bound with thole of. glory. I live in 
« quiet at leaſt at the bottom of the 
* abyſs, while thou art always trembl⸗ 
ing on the brink of the precipice. 


The ſame fare awaits thee that robbe 


<c thee 
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© thee of thy mother. Thou haſt re. 


c ceived only one life, and thou art 


* doomed to die of two deaths: if thy 


& own do not carry thee to. the grave, 
we thou wilt be dragged thither alive by 
tc that of thy huſband. 1 wept and ſhe 


«© wept; our eyes bathed in tears met, 


© and ſpoke the language of the unfor- 
© tunate 4 ſhe turned hers away, let fall 
« her veil, and retired. | 

6 The following night 1 returned. to 
* the ſame ſpot. This time ſhe had 
placed a greater quantity of victuals 
« upon her mother's tomb ; ſhe had 
« ſuppoſed I ſtood in need of food, and 


| _ ** as the Bramins often poiſon the fune- 


« ral 


corracz. eg 
« ral viands to prevent the Parias eating 
them, ſhe had brought nothing but 
« fruit, that 1 might not be afraid to 
* make a repaſt of hers. 1 


I was moved by this mark of hu- 
« manity, and to manifeſt the reſpect l 
bore to her filial offering, inſtead of 
« taking the fruits, I added flowers. 1 
* choſe poppies to expreſs the part 1 
took in her grief. 7 


% The night after I ſaw. with Joy that 
« ſhe approved my . homage :, the pop» 
© pies were watered, and ſhe had placed 
another baſket of fruit at ſome dif 
© tance from the tomb. Pity and gra- 

"= * titude: 
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« titude emboldened me. Not an 
* t ſpeak to her as a Paria} Linder. 


64 took. as a man to expreſs the OP 
& ſhe excited in my boſom. at” 


According to the Indian cuſtom, 
% Pborowed che language of flowers 
s to make. myſelf underſtood , and add- 
be ed panſies or bearb's. eaſe to we pop- 
F< pies. | CIALIS £9. 11% 0 


© The following night finding both 
* poppies and panſies watered, I be- 
- « came more hardy, and added a flower 
44 of that particular kind, which the 
* ſhoemakers make uſe of to die their 


4 Jeather 


er 


ne 


As ſoon as the day dawned, I ram 
« to the tomb, but I found this laſt 


f 
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« leather black, as the expreſſion of an 


« humble and unfortunate paſſion. 


« flower withered” becauſe it had not 
« been watered. The following niglit 


I placed there, with a trembling hand, 


« a tulip, of which the red leaves and 
© black heart expreſſed the flames that 


© confurned me; the day aſter I found 
my tulip in the fame ſtate as the other. 
was overwhelmed with ſorrow 
however, the following day brought 


« a roſe bud, with its thorns, as the 


* ſymbol of my hopes, mixed with 
fear. , was my cleſpair, w when 
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the firſt beams of day ſhewed me my 


ve roſe bud at a diſtance from the tomb. 
46 thought I ſhould loſe my reaſon— 


4e J reſolved notwithſtanding to ſpeak 


to her, whatever might be the event, 
and the following night, AS ſoon as 
e ſhe appeared, I threw myſelf at her 
feet; but my tongue refuſed its office, 
„while 1 was preſenting my roſe—She 
« was the firſt to ſpeak: wretched man, 


« ſaid ſhe, you talk of love to one who 


« will ſhortly. be no more. According 


cc to my mother's example, 1 muſt fol. 


1 to the funeral. pile: He was old, and 


ce. married me when I Was à child 


« Farewell, and forget me: in the 


* 


0 days 
f 


ore Ig 
days, à little athes- wilt be all that 
« will remain of m. A deep ach ar- 


60 ns Her e 
— Brain, ſid — 


ec to che heaer, Nature has broker 


« the bonds ſociety had given vou 
« bueft aſuader thoſe of ſuperſtition: 
« yourfelfe It is in your power ta do 
4 ſo, by taking me for your huſband. 
„What! replied' ſhe, ſhall I eſcape 
« from death to live with you in diſ- 
4 honour: Ah! leave me, if you 
„ loye me. God forbid l exelaitwed I, 
@ that I ſhould otily extricate you from 
* yout misfortunes to plunge you into 
mine. Let us fly, dear Bramia, to 

1 4 the 


5 
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« the ſhade of ſome foreſt ; ; 1 is better 
eto truſt tygers than mankind: Hea. 
ie ven, in which I place my truſt, will 
« not abandon us. Let us flee ; the 
« night, our love, thy innocence and 
« thy misfortunes, all conſpire to favour 
« us. Haſte then, unhappy widow, 
« the pile is already prepared, and the 
« manes of thy huſband call thee thi- 
« ther. Poor unſupported plant, lean 
«on my friendly trunk. 


« She caſt b humid eyes upon her 
7008; ber s tomb, then raiſed them to 
% Heaven, and, letting one of her 
6e hands fall into mine, accepted my 
© roſe with the other. I inſtantly took 


6 her 


„ 
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e her by the arm, and hurried her 
« away, throwing her veil into the 


Ganges, to make her parents believe 
« ſhe had drowned herſelf. 


« For ſeveral nights we walked along 
ce the river fide, and hid ourſelves in | 
« the rice=grounds during the day. At 
_ &-]ength we reached this country, for- 
4 merly de populated by war, and made 
ur way into the heart of the foreſt, 
here 1 built this Cottage, and laid 
«out a little garden, and where we 


© live in tranquility and peace. 


« 1 reverence' my wife as the fun, 
wand love her as the moon. In this 
12 ſolitude 
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4e ſolitude we are the whole creation to 


one another. We were deſpiſed by 


ce the world; but as we eſteem each 


cc other, the praiſe we reciprocally give 


and receive, appears more grateful 
« to us than the applauſe” of nations.” 
While ſpeaking thus, he caſt a look 


of tenderneſs on the infant in the cradle, 
and on his wife, who was ſnedding tears 


1 pleaſure. | 115 


The Dotecr, wiping his away, fad 
to his hoſt: That which is in honour 
« amongſt men, is, indeed, often wor- 
« thy of contempt, and that which: 
« they deſpiſe often deſerves to be ho- 
* noured, But God is jiift, and you 


« are 


fn. 9 


« are- a thouſand times happier in 
« your obſcutity, than the chief Bramin 


of Jagrenat in all his glory. He, 
1 and allchis Caſt, are expoſed to the 
« revolutions of fortune?) The ſcourge 
« of foreign and domeſtic wars, that 
for ſo many centuries haye laid waſte 
your beautiful country, falls princt 


« pally upon them; hen forced gom 


« tributions are wanted, they are moſt 


frequently, called upon, on account 
* of the empire they exerciſe over the 
minds of men; and what is ſtill more 
* cruel, they are themſel ves the firſt 
victims of their 1inhuman'rrehigion; = 


„By dint of preaching error, they be- 
come perſuaded of it, aud doſe alt 
* 13 ie ſenſe 
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1* ſenſe of truth, , juſtice, humanity, 
and piety : They are bound with' the 
e chains of ſuperſtition, with which 
** they wiſh to fetter their countrymen: 
They are forced every moment to 
ee waſh and purify themſelves, and to 
« abſtain from a great number of in- 
* nocent enjoyments : Nay, what can- 
* not be mentioned without horror, 
e they are obliged, in obedience to 
« their barbarous tenets, to ſee their 
% m6thers,- their ſiſters, and even their 
© own daughters, burns alive before 
te their eyes: Thus are they puniſhed 
« by Nature, whoſe laws they violate. 
For your part, you are at liberty to 
& be good, juſt, -pious, hoſpitable, and 


« fincere, 
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« ſincere, and by your very humilia- 
« tion, -you eſcape the viciffitudes * 
« fortune, and the evils of opinion.” 


After this converſation, the Paria 
took leave of his gueſt for the night, 
and retired to a room adjoining, with 
his wife and child. 


The following morning, at the break 
of day, the Doctor was awaked by the 
ſinging of birds, perched among the 
branches of the Indian fig-tree, and by 
the voices of the Paria and his wife, 
who were addrefling their morning 
prayers to Heaven, 


14 He 
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He, roſe, and was. much comgerned, 
when „on the Earia's opening the door 
to. wiſh him good marrow, he Perceiyod 
that the conjugal bed was the only one 
in the houſe, and that they had watched 
all night themſelues, to nnn 
means of epa. 


KK 


When they had repeated the ſalam, 
they haſtened to prepare his breakfaſt, 
whilſt he went to take a turn or two in 
the garden : He found it like the Cot- 

tage, ſurrounded iwith plantations of 
the Indian fig-tree, ſo thickly inter- 
woven. with each other, that they formed 
a fence impcretrable tothe eye. Me 

could only perceive above their foliage, 


the 
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de rec flanks of the tocks] Ahat em- 


med in the valley on every: ſidle, and 
from .whente oflowed! a ſmall; riuut, 
that . watered this nail ge 
garden. va 8 
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The. palms, cocoa- trees, choſe of the 
orange, with the bamboos, laurels, ba- 
nanas, and many other productions of 
the vegetable Kingdom, were inter- 
ſperſed as in the-wild variety of nature, 
and all were loaded either with dfruits 
or flowers. Even their very trunlæs 
were covered ;. the betle twined round 
the lofty palm; and the pepper plant 
clung to the ſugar cane, perfuming the 


hole air with their odours, 
Although 
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Alchough moſt of the trees were ar 
yet in ſhadow, the firſt beams of the 
morning already began to illumine their 
tops, and humming birds, ſparkling 
like rubies and topazes, were already 
fluttering about their branches, whilſt, 
id beneath the dewy leaves, the ben- 
gali, and ſenſa-ſoulz, or bird of five 
Hundred tongues, ſang over their .neſts 
an ſweetly:reſponſive concert. 
The Docter was walking in this 
charming retreat, free from all thoughts 
of ſcience and ambition, when the Paris 
came to invite him to breakfaſt. 
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„ Your garden is delightful,“ -faid 
the Engliſhman, et the only fault Lind 
«with it, is its being too little: if 1 
© were, you, I would add a bowling- 
green, and extend, it further into the 
« foreſt,” | 

„The leſs room-we take-up,” an- 
ſwered the Paria, ** the more eaſily we 
« find ſhelter: a leaf ſuffices for the 
« neſt of the humming- bird. 


They then entered the cottage, where 
they found the. Paria's wife, Who had 
already prepared the breakfaſt, giving 
kick to her child in a corner of the 


room. After a ſilent repaſt, the Doc- 


tor was going to leave them 
« My 
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$ My honoured gueſt,” ſaid the Paria, 
the country is overflowed with Jaſt 


£*laſt night's rain, and the roads are 


< 1mpaflable ; tay the day with us.“ 
5 oof ll in i nome Bak {1 "oy 
©] cannot,” ſaid the DoRor,/*{Lhaye 

5.400 many people with me,” 


IJ ſee,“ replied the Paria, ec that you 
te are in baſte to quit the country of 
« the Bramins, to return to that of the 
* Chriſtians, whoſe. religion makes all 
fe. mankind dive Ike brothers“. 


be Engliſnman ſighed, and roſe up. 


The Paria chien. made a ſign to his te, 
who with her.eyes caſt down, and/with: 


7.33 
F 


out 


cerfle r. tal 


" „ Thai © 4 word) piedelted 41 al- 
let of fruit and flowers to the Doctor. 
We beg you, fir, aid the Paria;4 to 
«excuſe our poverty, we have neither 

« atoes-wood: nor ambergtis to . 
« out. gueſts according to the cnftom 

« of India; but I hope you vill nde 
* deſpiſe this little baſket filled by the 
«hands of my wife: it contains no- 
„poppies; but jeffamine ant bergh- 
„mots, of Which the laffiti; perflirie is 
« the ymibol of e our affection, that ill 


* remain when we ſhall ſee you. no- 


© more.” 


The Doctor took. the baſket, and 
aid to the Paria, &« I cannot ſuffi- 
« ciently 
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e ciently thank you for your hoſpi. 
ce tality, nor expreſs the eſteem with 
« which you have inſpired me: accept 
« this gold watch; it is made by Gta. 
« ham, the moſt famous watchmaker 
« of London, and requires winding up 
« only once a year.“ | 


ce Sir, anſwered the Paria, we. 
© have no uſe for your watch; we have 
ce one which goes for ever, and is never 


* gut of order; 1 mean the ſun.“ 


«« My watch ſtrikes the hours, add-. 
ed the Doctor. 


Our. 
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« Our birds ſing. them,” replied the 
Paria. „A bac: Th , 
« At leaſt,” ſkid the Doctor, © take 

« theſe ſtrings of- coral, . to make red 
« necklaces for your wife and child.“ 
© My wife and child,” anſwered the 
Paria, “ will never want red necklaces, 


* as long as our garden ſhall. produce 
Angola peas.” 


Accept, then,” ſaid the Doctor, 
theſe piſtols, to defend you in your 


* ſolitude againſt the attacks of rob- 
Wee 


« Our 


Our poverty, ſaid the Prin © ij; 
&« a rampart that keeps robbers. at a 


* diſtance: the ſilver with which your 
ec Arms are ornamehted, would fuffice 
& to bring them bither. Im the name 
ce of that God? WH protects” us, and 
« from whom we expect our recom- 
<« penee; do nt deprive us of the nie 
grit of our nenen, D e 


ec 5 ſhould be glad, however?” iid 
the Engliſhman, * that you would have 
ce ſomething of mint as a keep-ſake.“ 


Well, my gneft,” anſwered the Paz 
ria, e ſince you defire it, allow me to 
& propoſe an exchange: Give me your 

. CC pipe, 
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« pipe, and accept mine: as often as 1 
« ſhall ſmoke in yours, I ſhall recellect 
« that a -European Pandect did not 
% difdain the 3 of a wow 


« Paria.” 


| The Doctor immediately preſented” 
him with his pipe of Engliſh leather, 
of which the mouth-piece was of yellow 
amber, and received in return that of 
the Paria, made of bamboo, with a bole 

of baked earth.. , | 


He then called his people, who were 
half dead with the bad night they had 
paſſed, and having embraced the Paria, 
Jot into his palanquin. The Paria's 

K. „ wife 
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wife ſtood weeping at the door of the 
cottage, with her child in her arms; 
but her huſband accompanied the Doc: 
tor to the extremity of the wood. 
cc May God reward you,” ſaid he“ for 
* your kindneſs to the unfortunate ! 
% may he accept me as a ſacrifice in 
«© your ſtead ! and may he conduct 
« you in ſafety to England, to that land 
of ſages and of friends, who ſeek 
truth all over the world for the hap- 
4e pineſs of mankind. 


The Doctor made anſwer : I have 
« wandered over half the globe, and 
« have ſeen nothing but error and diſ- 
* cord: in your cottage alone have I 


« found 
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« found happineſs and truth. Both 

of them ſhed tears at parting, and when 
the Doctor was far advanced in the 
plain, he ſtill ſaw the good Paria, at 
che foot of a tree, waving his hand to 
bid him farewell. fl 


The Doctor on his return to Calcutta 
took ſhipping for Chandernagore, from 
whence he ſet ſail for England. As 
ſoon as he reached London, he deliver- 
ed the ninety bales of manuſcripts to 
the Preſident of the Royal Society by 
whom they were depoſited in che Bri- 
tiſh Muſeum, where the learned have 
ſtill recourſe to them, for the purpoſe 
of making extracts, tranſlations, con- 


cordances, 
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cordunces, ſtrictures, exiriciſii) 4 'J 
pamphlets. As to the Doctor, he k 3 
25 himſelf the three anſwers of the: 
Paria concerning truth. He often 
ſmoked in his pipe, and when any dne | 
aſked him, what was the mot uff 
knowledge he had acquired in his tra 
vels, he anſwered : © Truth muſt be : 
« ſought with a ſimple heatt; it i 
« only. to be found in Nature, and 
< ſhould be told to the good alohe s 
to which he added: a man is never® 
«ſo happy as with a good wife.“ 
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